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 Director—Steve Tellier Asst. Dir—James Payton 

Hello, hope everybody is safe and doing good. 

October was a fun month starting with the 
Pignic. We had a good turn out and the food 
was great. I want to thank Clarence, his wife, 
and daughter for working so hard to cook all 
the food.  

Then, there was Roaring the Mountains in 
Poteau, OK. We had a blast all four days with 
a lot of riding, good food, and great friends. I 
can’t wait until next year. Last, but not least, 
there was the ride to the Express Clydesdales 
and Tower Cafe. Unfortunately, I had to miss 
it because of work. Looks like it was a good 
turnout.  

Time to start getting things ready for the 
Christmas/Volunteer Party and trying to put 
the finishing touches on the CA Run. If you 
know anybody that has a business that will 
donate to the CA Run please hit them up. We 
can use all the help we can get. 

If you are wanting to be an officer next year, 
we have openings, just hit Steve or myself up 
and we can talk about it. Hope to see 
everybody at the meeting. 

Ride Safe and Have Fun! 

Hello Fellow Chapter Members, 

The Poteau Rally was a great time and our 
Chapter was well represented, as usual. The 
rides there are always awesome, but we did 
have a couple of elements to deal with. On 
Friday’s ride on the Talimena National Scenic 
Byway we ended up in the clouds for about 
15-20 miles. It was slow going with the
visibility down to 150-200 feet at times on our
way to Queen Wilhelmina Lodge. There were
17 bikes (22 attendees) and the clouds were
so thick we lost a couple of bikes at the back
of the group because they missed the
entrance to Queen Wilhelmina. Fortunately,
we found them safe and sound back at the
hotel.

The next day I picked a route the Rally had as 
a guided ride thinking it would be good.  We 
had to navigate our way through some black 
bear roadkill that was in several pieces and 
the road conditions were terrible for about 15-
20 miles. It was nice scenery though and the 
free lunch in Ft Smith wasn’t bad. After lunch 
a few of us headed out for the Pig Trail. Curtis 
had a shifter shaft strip out at a fuel stop 
before the Pig Trail. His stepson was there 
and rode back to the dealer in Ft Smith to get 
parts. With Curtis in a safe spot the rest of us 
continued the ride up the Pig Trail to 215 E, to 
103 S, and back to I-40. It was a great route 
and I have it saved. After about a 60-mile 
loop, we stopped back where we left Curtis. 
His parts arrived a few minutes later and was 
back on the road and able to attend the party 
with us that evening. 

I had to get my 1K service on the new bike 
before we left and have over 2k on it now. 
Carla and I did come down with Covid after 
we got back. It knocked us down for a bit, but 
we kicked its ass and are now back to normal. 

Let’s Ride! 
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  Brenda Payton, Secretary 

Fall is in the air, or is it?  Don’t you just 
love our Oklahoma weather. At least we 
had a chance to finish out October with 
some great riding weather for the Pignic, 
Poteau Rally, and visiting the Clydesdales. 

As our riding season comes to an end, it is 
time to think of getting together for the 
holidays with our families and our HOG 
families.  At our November meeting, I will 
be taking reservations/ deposits for 
anyone wanting to attend our annual 
Christmas party (and Volunteer 
Banquet).  It is also time for us to renew 
our memberships for the new year.  I will 
have membership forms available at HOT 
night or you can download one from our 
website.   

If you cannot make it to a meeting, you 
can send in your membership form and 
dues to the address listed at the bottom of 
the form.   

Happy Fall! 
~ Brenda 

It is time to start looking forward to 
2021 OKC HOG Chapter group riding 
season.  Road Captain signup starts 
November HOT Night. We need 2 to 4 
Road Captains per month. Group rides 
start in March and end the last 
weekend in October. You pick the 
destination and the route! Now is the 
perfect time to become a Road 
Captain. Please see me if interested. 

~ Kelly 
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    Activities – Stephanie Childers 
Hello HOG friends,

Wow, can you believe it is already November? 

We have had some great rides over the past couple of months. If you made it on the 
Poteau trip, I hope you had as much fun as I did. Thank you, Steve, for the awesome 
rides every day. I can't wait until next year to do it again. They have already scheduled 
next year's Poteau rally for Oct 7-9, 2021. 

If you are planning on coming to the Christmas party, it is on December 12, 2020 at the 
Saddleback Inn 7:30-12pm. They have rooms available for anyone that is wanting to stay 
the night. Contact Tina and she can get you a room.  

Best Western Saddleback inn 
4300 SW 3rd St. 
OKC, OK 73108 
405-947-7000

Come have a great time with all of your HOG 
friends. Sign up with Brenda at HOT night so 
we can confirm the number of members 
attending. 

We are getting things going for the CA Run. 
As you know this event is a huge part of 
keeping this chapter running, so with that in 
mind we will need everyone to help out with 
making this year a great year. Get out and get 
the flyers out, get donations, and really get the 
word out. We need a great turnout. If you have 
any questions on how to help get with me or 
any of the officers. We appreciate any input you may have. 

Everyone Ride safe, 

Stephanie Childers 
Activities Officer 
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Regional Manager—Pete Schwab 
Greetings, 

What a year, hard to imagine I am writing this and the trees in my yard are in full fall 
color, the maples in particular are absolutely breathtaking, especially the orange 
ones.  As beautiful as they are and as much as I enjoy this time of year, it just seems so 
bittersweet to have the riding season coming to an end way too soon.  It does remind me 
that I need to get those last mileage readings in to get full credit for the riding I did. 

By the time you read this we will have registration open for our 2021 HOG Rallies, get 
out and plan your next adventure for not only you but your chapter.  Remember some of 
your chapter has never experienced a rally or an overnight trip, use it as a way to build 
that deep attachment to motorcycling, give your chapter a memory that will last a lifetime 
on the way to and from a rally as well as while there. 

A lot of chapters have been using destination challenges instead of group rides recently 
and I am so proud of the creativity you all brought into it and happy to see your members 
posting on social media all the fun places you have been sending them.  Don’t forget that 
the 10 for 20 rides end on December 31st as well as your chance to get your poker chip 
so make sure you get your pictures submitted in time. 

I know I have asked all of you to confirm your email address in your member profile on 
the HOG website, but after I sent my email to all of you last month you would not imagine 
I had nearly 100 rejected emails, please get out and update your information, remember 
this is how we communicate to you and your dealer, so help them get updated as 
well.  Thank you for all you do for HOG and Harley-Davidson. 

Hope to see you on the road in ’21! 

Pete 
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Ride 365 – Year End Approaching 
Yes, unfortunately for some of us, the riding season may be coming to 
end soon, bummer.  As that end nears, remember to get a mileage 
reading at your local Harley-Davidson® dealership.  And you lucky Harley 
riders that are able to ride year-round, you too remember to get a final 
mileage reading for the year before December 31st.  This will ensure your 
mileage for the year is counted towards the Ride 365 Annual and Chapter 
Contests. 

It is a best practice to get multiple mileage readings throughout the year 
in addition to the first reading early in the riding season and the last 
reading late in the riding season before the end of the calendar year.
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   Safety – Will George     
As you all know our seasons are changing and its starting to get cold. We 
need to keep that in mind the way we dress when we ride. Dress warm but 
comfortable. Don’t wear clothing that’s to tight to restrict movement, but don’t 
wear clothing that’s to loose to let the air keep recirculating.  Here is an air 
temperature chart to show you windchill at different speeds.  

I also wanted to remind you to ride extra careful after an ice or snow event 
like we just had. The roads may appear good but there is quite a bit of sand 
still there. Especially the edges of the road and in curves.  I know when it 
gets bad, we put a lot of salt and sand down making the paved roads look 
like dirt roads. I say we because I'm one of those guys out there running a 
plow truck when the weather gets bad. 

Ride safe and be aware. 

 
~Will 
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Motorcycle Group Riding Tips and Best Practices 
from www.insurance.harley-davidson.com/the-open-road/tips/motorcycle-group-riding 

Part III Continued from last month…with more to follow next month. 

“The very nature of a group is that it takes longer to react to any situation that develops on the road,” he 
(Petry) says. “So, whenever I’m a group ride leader, I give a couple taps of the brake light to grab the 
group’s attention whenever possible, rather than going straight into a braking situation. Likewise, if I’m 
riding in a group, I’ll use my turn signals sooner than if I were alone, because it takes an extra moment 
or two to register with the group.” 

Petry addresses the annoyance of being overly communicative. “Some riders want to point out every 
crack in the road or debris on the shoulder. This actually creates distraction and risk to the group, 
especially if people simply stop paying attention to the rider. Communicate only what is essential.” 

Riding in Formation 
The first rule of riding in groups is to ride in staggered formation. That is, with the lead rider in the left 
third of the lane, the second rider following in the right third, the third rider again in the left, and so on. 
Each rider behind the leader should maintain a two-second following distance to the rider two spots 
ahead in the same side of the lane and one second behind the person directly ahead on the opposite 
side. 

This formation gives each rider room to maneuver, 
while also making the group a little more “compact,” 
taking up less room on the road than if everyone were 
riding single file. 

Following distance is key. Each rider should stay at 
least two seconds behind the rider directly in front – at 
least one second behind the rider in the other half of 
the lane. “At least” is key. Riders should feel free to 
fall back further when going through a set of curves or 
if conditions (such as rough roads or rain) call for a higher safety margin. 

Staying Together 
Even though riding in a formation presents a number of advantages, it also presents certain challenges. 
Chief among them can simply be staying together – especially when riding through protected 
intersections. So, make sure a “separation plan” is discussed at the pre-ride meeting. 

Generally, it’s best to limit the size of a single group to six or eight bikes. When groups get bigger than 
that the risk factors go up, and it becomes increasingly difficult to keep the group together. If your group 
ride is larger than eight bikes, consider splitting into several groups, each with its own designated lead 
and sweep riders. 

If a group does get split up at an intersection, the lead rider can make a decision to slow down (to a safe 
minimum speed), or even to pull over and wait, to let the stragglers catch up – but only if there’s a safe 
place to do so. Sometimes it’s best just to regroup at the next planned stop. 

http://www.insurance.harley-davidson.com/the-open-road/tips/motorcycle-group-riding
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Well, the HOG Pignic has come and gone. For those of you who didn’t make it, let me just give you 
some insight into the shenanigans that went on while you were sitting at home watching reruns of 
Gilligan’s Island on the Magnavox. A fine bunch of iron horse steeds gathered at the Choctaw Park 
pavilion mounted by a somewhat sorted motley crew (some more motley than others). Checking out and 
comparing bikes is one of the things we live for and that’s exactly what we did as each bike rolled in. 
Somewhere in the distance, the smell of a wafting campfire was in the air as a tease to the olfactory 
senses. Hmmm, I might need to check that out further.  

Bike games were announced to commence shortly and sounds of thunder filled the air as big-hearted 
ponies roared to life. Drag races were the first event of the day. Boy howdy, am I excited. Not so 
fast…literally. I know I’m relatively new to the motorbike scene, but these races had to be the 
sloooowest in the history of drag racing. I’ve heard that Harley’s are slow but come on. I literally could 
walk faster than these bikes were moving. The “winner” of these races was Curtis. Which I don’t get 
because he was absolutely the slowest rider of the bunch. Go figure. 

Am I smelling fried catfish? There IS a pond just over that ridge. 

Next was a ring toss game. That sounds easy enough. I’m imagining couples taking their wedding rings 
off and throwing them into the grass and whoever finds theirs gets to stay married. The excitement of 
watching couples afterward who can’t find their rings is unimaginable. This ought to be good…Nope! 
Not even close. It was dudes on their bikes with ladies riding behind them tossing rings onto traffic 
cones like they were at SeaWorld throwing rings to trained sea lions. James and Brenda set the bar 
high with their cones catching two of the rings. Charlie and Heather had a different tactic, using 
intimidation to psych out the other contestants by circling the cones several times. Or he may have just 
been showing off his new bike, I’m not sure. Try as they might, the cones couldn’t evade Charlie forever. 
During the third event, the tennis ball drop, Charlie knocked several cones to the ground like unwanted 
protestors. Not to be outdone, Randy and Jeanie eliminated several orange obstacles as well. To the 
delight and cheers of the crowd, James and Brenda won the event by being the only team to 
successfully place a tennis ball on a pointy cone head.  

A fourth event, known as a Jug Toss, brought back childhood memories of family outings in the hills of 
Tennessee. Toothless cousins, flintlocks and Mountain Dew, Yes-sir-ee-Bob, if you can smell what I’m 
distillin’. Again, I was waaay off. This was some Okie version of hillbilly horseshoes, or Kentucky 
cornhole. Contestants with flailing arms and gorilla swings tossing motorbike jugs into an old abandoned 
tire. It sure felt like I was at a long-forgotten family outing. Anyway, Mike demonstrated how it’s done 
with age winning over inexperience in the men’s division as Maris showed that youth wins over 
experience in the ladies’ division. 

Yeah, I’m pretty sure that’s catfish frying in the afternoon air. Sure enough, I found a spread that would 
rival any HOG family outing, bar none. Fried chicken, ham, potato salad, macaroni and cheese, all the 
sides imaginable. Cakes, cookies, brownies and home-made ice cream. And yes, I located the source of 
that wonderful smell. I ate way more than my share of that delicious, beautiful, golden fried catfish and 
I’m not even sorry.  

PigNic!! 
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Hey, while you were imagining eating fish with the Skipper, Marianne and Ginger we were experiencing 
the real deal. You don’t want to miss out on future festivities and fun so plan on being at next year’s 
HOG Pignic. A special thanks goes out to all who made this happen. It takes more than just a couple 
people to pull things like this together. Sometimes, it takes a village or maybe a family, a HOG FAMILY. 

I haven’t had this much fun since the pigs ate my baby brother. I can’t make this stuff up, you had to be 
there. Until next time, I’m… 

Just Ramblin’ 
Dave Ricketts 
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It was a gorgeous morning, if not a little windy, for 
our previously postponed ride to Express 
Clydesdale Farm in Yukon and Tower Café in 
Okarche.  18 bikes met at Harley-Davidson World 
and kick stands went up at 10:00am, with Road 
Captains Dave Wilcox and Kelly Ford. The trek 
led us around Lake Overholser, where we saw 
white caps, then headed west, where the group 
passed through the great town of Yukon…twice!  
Why would we do that you ask? The road 
captain-in-lead swears he saw Garth Brooks 
down on Main Street…a second pass only proved 
the legend is as elusive as he is talented! So on 
to see the horses! All was not lost, as we added 4 
more miles to our total. 

The group arrived as the wind picked up a little 
more, and many family members and youngsters 
met us there to begin the tour. The horses had 
just returned from being “on-the-road” themselves 
having competed in National Championships in 
Shipshewana, Indiana the week before. Our 
hostesses provided detailed description of what 
we saw and answered questions from our group.  

 We were paid a visit by a special 
 guest (see group photo) as well.  
 Seems the Ride Captain  
 wasn’t crazy (or lost), after all! 

 The group then mounted our iron  
 steeds and headed for Okarche and 
 Tower Café, for some good eatin’  
 and the world’s finest cinnamon  
 rolls. 

 It was a great day for a ride with 
 friends “in low places.”  

 ~ Editor 
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Follow us on 

or go to 

@ OKC HOG Chapter 
#4029 

https://www.okchogchapter.com/photos 

watch for updated information. 

Make sure we have your current email 
address and mobile number 

http://www.okchogchapter.com/photos
http://www.okchogchapter.com/photos
http://www.okchogchapter.com/photos
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Harley-Davidson and  Iron Nation 
World Harley-Davidson 

6904 West Reno Ave. 3433 South Broadway 
Oklahoma City, OK 73127  Edmond, OK 73013 

Phone: (405) 631-8680 Phone: (405) 478-4024 
Fax: (405) 634-3042 Fax: (405) 478-4071 

Normal Hours of Operation at both 
Locations: Mon - Sat: 9 am - 6 pm 

Check with dealership for hours of 
operation during health crisis 

Sun: Closed 

Oklahoma City Harley Owners Group meetings 
are on the first Wednesday of every month, at the 

Midwest City Elks Lodge 
8635 SE 15th St. Midwest City, OK 73110 

Social Hour, Food and Drinks begins at 6pm HOG 
Meeting begins at 7pm. 

OKC HOG Chapter Website: 
www.okchogchapter.com 
OKC HOG Chapter #4029 

Chapter Information 

HOG Chapter  Sponsors 

webmaster@okchogchapter.com 
(405) 412-0165

Chaplain Hugh Langston 
Photographer Vacant 

Charlie C. Childers Webmaster 

historian@okchogchapter.com 
(405) 401-0376

Membership Larry Bessinger 
membership@okchogchapter.com 
(405) 837-4942

Dale Woolever Historian 

editor@okchogchapter.com 
(402) 996-0500

Dave Wilcox Editor 

safety@okchogchapter.com 
(405) 589-8258

Will George Safety 

headroadcaptain@okchogchapter.com 
(405) 834-3630

Kelly Ford Head Road Captain 

activities@okchogchapter.com 
(405) 412-6270

Stephanie Childers Activities 

treasurer@okchogchapter.com 
(405) 401-5788

Virginia Woolever Treasurer 

secretary@okchogchapter.com 
(405) 200-8845

Brenda Payton Secretary 

asstdirector@okchogchapter.com 
(405) 200-9038

James Payton Assistant Director 

director@okchogchapter.com 
(405) 823-6329

Steve Tellier Director 

Officers 
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